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The RSPB’s position on Eco-towns 
The RSPB believes that sustainability should be at the heart of development. We therefore support 

strongly the high environmental standards at the heart of the Eco-town concept. As well as 

meeting high standards of design and construction, each proposal should contribute to enhancing 

the natural environment. As an absolute minimum, Eco-towns should not damage sites 

designated for their wildlife importance.  

 

Eco-towns will account for less than 5% of planned new housing, so we will continue to press for 

an overall improvement in the standards of all housing both in terms of new build and improving 

the existing housing stock. 

 

The RSPB is scrutinising the list of 15 proposed Eco-towns and we will contribute fully to the 

current national consultation. We will campaign for those proposals that fail to protect the natural 

environment to be dropped from the final list of around 10 sites that the Government intends to 

publish later in 2008. 

 

We will look to work with those proposals that have the potential to deliver real benefits for 

wildlife and the natural environment. In such cases we will seek opportunities to ensure that 

existing and new residents have unparalleled opportunities to connect with nature around them. 

 

The RSPB’s preliminary views on the Weston Otmoor proposal 
 

The RSPB has profound concerns about the potential impacts on international and nationally 

designated wildlife sites. Therefore, we advocate that the Weston Otmoor proposal is dropped 

from the final list of Eco-towns. 

 

The proposal is for 10,000-15,000 homes on 800 hectares of open land near Weston-on-the-Green, 

Oxfordshire. The Government’s initial summary of challenges and constraints highlights that 

impacts to SSSIs, flood risk and water supply issues will be important considerations. 

 

Impacts on nationally and internationally important wildlife sites 
Current proposals include at least 14 hectares of Wendlebury Meads and Mansmoor Closes Site of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) within the proposed development area, presently shown as a 

‘compact housing zone’ adjacent to a new railway station.   

 

On top of the direct loss of up to a fifth of one of the region’s finest grassland sites, further damage 

through changes to the site’s hydrology and from increased recreational pressure is a real 

possibility. 

 

The RSPB will support the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust in seeking to protect their 

Woodsides Meadows nature reserve, which forms part of the SSSI directly affected by the 

preliminary proposals. 

 



About 10km south-west of the Eco-town site, the A34 crosses Oxford Meadows Special Area for 

Conservation (SAC), a site of international importance. If improvements to the A34 were needed, 

either wholly or partly due to increased traffic created by the Eco-town proposal, this would 

trigger a formal process known as Appropriate Assessment under UK wildlife law. For the Eco-

town proposal to proceed, this assessment would need to show that there would be no damage to 

the SAC. If damage is predicted then we believe that the proposed Eco-town could not proceed 

legally because there are clearly less damaging alternatives, as five out of fifteen proposals will be 

dropped at the next stage.  

 

Additional issues of concern: 
 

Impacts on the water environment 

The indirect effects in terms of flood risk and impact on the amount of water available are key 

issues for the RSPB. We will require that any impact to the catchment of the River Ray and 

Otmoor itself are carefully assessed and avoided  

 

Locally important wildlife sites 

Weston Wood and the County Wildlife Site, Warborough Wood are areas of semi-natural 

woodland near the proposed Eco-town and could be damaged. 

 

Farmland birds 

The proposed Weston Otmoor Eco-town will have a local impact on farmland and some birds like 

yellowhammers, skylarks and tree sparrows that depend on it. These impacts should be assessed 

and measures proposed to mitigate the losses should the proposal go ahead in spite of our 

concerns about the impacts on designated sites.  
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For further information about the RSPB’s views on the Weston Otmoor proposal, please contact: 

 

Colin Wilkinson, Conservation Officer 

RSPB Midlands Region 

Email: colin.wilkinson@rspb.org.uk 

Tel: 01295 676463 


